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their ears, broad and pendent ;  their  attachment to the
study  of astronomy j  their   worship   of   the   elements
esp.   the  sun   and   the moon ;   their cotton dress ;   the
prevalence of polyandry. (Vincent's Periplus. pp. 20-24),
Pliny further speaks of an embassy from a Ceylon
king to the emperor Claudius (41-54 A. D.) for friend-
ship, under the guidance of a Roman freedman who was
driven to a port in Ceylon by a storm from near Arabia,
From this source, the Romans learnt that the island was
rich in gold, silver, pearls and precious stones : there
were no slaves, no courts of law, no litigation, The
king was chosen by the people and had 30 counselors
none of whom could be condemned to death without: the
vote of the majority. The condemned person might
appeal to the people. An unpopular king was con-
demned to disrespect for ever : nobody would talk with
him or look at him, The people were very fond of
hunting and fishing. Coliachum was the nearest Indian
point to Ceylon, being only 4 days1 sail from Ceylon,
A big inland lake fed'Awo rivers that watered the whole
island.
(3) The Periplus of the Erythrean Sea (77 A. D.) f
A Periplus* a book on commercial geography, was
practically a Guide-Book for mariners, stating trade*
routes, ports, articles of trade &c. This particular
treatise, written by an experienced sailor, has two parts,
the first describing the coast of Africa from Myos
Hormos to Rhaphta on the mouth of the Red Sea ; the
other from Rhaphta to Ceylon sketching the entire
sea coast,